
The meaning 
of ANZAC day



What is ANZAC?
ANZAC = Australia and New Zealand Army Corps



What it means today
• Australians recognise 25 April as an occasion of national commemoration. 

• Commemorative services are held at dawn, the time of the original landing, across the nation. 

• Later in the day ex-servicemen and women meet and join in marches through the major cities and many smaller centres. Almost 

every town has a commemorative service of some kind. It is a day when Australians reflect on the many different meanings of war.

• Each year the commemorations follow a pattern that is familiar to each generation of Australians. A typical ANZAC Day service 

contains the following features: introduction, hymn, prayer, an address, laying of wreaths, recitation, "The last post", a period of 

silence, "The rouse" or "The reveille", and the National Anthem. 

• At the Australian War Memorial, following events such as the ANZAC Day and Remembrance Day services, families often place red 

poppies beside the names of relatives on the Memorial's Roll of Honor.



25th April 1915 the Australia and New Zealand Army Corps land at Gallipoli 



The campaign lasted 8 months 



8,700 Australians and 
2,700 New Zealanders 
died in the fighting



Australia lost more soldiers in WWI in proportion to its population than any 
other country.



ANZAC Biscuits
• There are a few theories on the origins of ANZAC biscuits, but it is certain that they came about during the 

First World War, around 1914/15. 

• Some say that they started as biscuits made by the Troops in the trenches with provisions they had at hand 

to relieve the boredom of their battle rations. And some say they came about due to resourceful women on 

the "home front" in an endeavour to make a treat for their loved ones that would survive the long journey by 

post to the war front.

• There is even the suggestion that they originated from Scottish Oatmeal Cakes which is entirely possible. 

Whatever the origin, they have won the hearts of all Aussies the globe over as the National Biscuit.



Two - up
• Two-up is Australia’s national gambling game. It involves 2 or 3 coins being tossed into the air and surrounding 

players betting upon the result. ANZAC day is the only day it is legal to play two up within Australia.

Australian Soldiers playing two-up, 
Ypres, 1917



Two – up rules (abbreviated)

• The boxer or manager of the game sat with his coins, kips, string and money tray in the place where he could view the whole ring clearly.

• The ringie, who was usually a friend who volunteered, ran the centre of the ring.

• When the game was about to commence, there would be a number of people around and outside the circle. The boxer would call and ask for a spinner.

• The kip would then hold two or three pennies, depending on the game. (Some of the kips were smooth, with no ridges in the wood. It was illegal for anyone to use 

their fingers two toss the coins. Kips often had “lips” on the various kips for right or left-handed spinners who were not adept at using the smooth kip. 

• It was the ringie’s job to ensure that the coins were tossed at least 10 feet into the air, and that they spun well and were not “feathered” in any way. If the coins 

didn't satisfy these specifications in his opinion, he would call “ foul toss ” and catch one of the coins.

• The ringie would place the coins tail up on the kip. The call “come in spinner ” was made from the box. The spinner then tossed the coins. All pennies (whether 

two or three) had to fall within the circle. If one fell outside or on the circle, it was declared void by the ringie. The spinner then had another turn.

• While this was happening, side bets were allowed around the ring. There were two distinct types of betting:

betting that the spinner would toss heads or tails 

other tail betters would bet 3/1 that heads would not be tossed twice. 

• In all cases, the bets were held in front of the tail better, who covered them in every instance before the boxer called “come in spinner”.

• The spinner had the right to continue spinning while ever he tossed heads.

http://www.awm.gov.au/encyclopedia/two_up/howto.htm#Boxer
http://www.awm.gov.au/encyclopedia/two_up/howto.htm#Ringie
http://www.awm.gov.au/encyclopedia/two_up/howto.htm#Spinner
http://www.awm.gov.au/encyclopedia/two_up/howto.htm#Kip
http://www.awm.gov.au/encyclopedia/two_up/howto.htm#Tail


Wreaths
• Flowers have traditionally been laid on graves and 

memorials in memory of the dead. Rosemary, 

symbolising remembrance, is popular on Anzac 

Day. Laurel is also a commemorative symbol; 

woven into a wreath, it was used by the ancient 

Romans to crown victors and the brave as a mark 

of honour. In recent years, the poppy, strongly 

associated with Remembrance Day (11 November), 

has also become popular in wreaths on Anzac Day.

http://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/remembrance/index.asp


http://youtu.be/gRqMMaCZfHI


They do not grow old,
as we that are left grow old,
age shall not weary them,
nor the years condemn.

At the going down of the sun,
and in the morning,

we will remember them. 
Lest we forget.

Prayer for the fallen



One minute of silence – a sign of respect 
and time to remember.



Many of the men were badly wounded.

http://www.geocities.com/SoHo/Gallery/8054/beeld58.html


• During much of the First 
World War the men had to 
fight in trenches such as 
these at Flanders. 

• The trenches were often 
filled with water and rats. The 
men were seldom dry or 
comfortable. 

http://www.geocities.com/SoHo/Gallery/8054/beeld45.html


     Soldiers also dug and lived in foxholes 
to try and stay safe. 



• The images show 
people celebrating the 
end of the First World 
War. 

• Armistice was declared 
at 11:00 a.m on 
November 11, 1918.  

• The eleventh hour of 
the eleventh day of the 
eleventh month is when 
people everywhere 
pause to remember 
those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice so 
that we could live in 
peace.



Australians all let us rejoice
For we are one and free

We've golden soil and wealth for toil,
Our home is girt by sea:

Our land abounds in nature's gifts
Of beauty rich and rare,

In history's page let every stage
Advance Australia fair,

In joyful strains then let us sing
Advance Australia fair.

Australian National Anthem
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